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I haven’t seen David for ages, but he will always have a
warm place in my heart. Having drinks together at a jazz bar in
NYC amidst wonderful music and delightful conversation comes to
mind. So, here’s to Dave! To his friendship, intelligence, and en-
couragement, and his contributions to psychohistory, history, his
students, and the community! With glass in hand, and “Lotus Blos-
som” or “Goodbye Pork Pie Hat” in the background, here’s to Da-
vid R. Beisel! (Dave is as good a guy as I ever met.)

Kenneth Alan Adams, PhD, professor emeritus at Jack-
sonville State University, trained in psychoanalytic sociology at
Harvard and Brandeis universities, and he made his career as a
prolific scholar. He is a former assistant editor of The Journal of
Psychohistory and is currently on its editorial board. He can be

contacted at kaapsysy@bellsouth.net. 1

Enjoying Jazz with David Beisel
Martin Quitt—University of Massachusetts

My participation in psychohistory under deMause’s umbrel-
la in the 1970s brought contact with some very good people as well
as serious intellectual engagement. Perhaps the most memorable
time I spent in New York among psychohistorians was when David
Beisel took me to “the Village” (Greenwich Village) to hear drum-
mer Buddy Rich, followed by a jam session of first-rate jazz per-
formers. It remains one of the great moments of my life. Only Da-
vid and I went together and my gratitude to him for that night has
never dimmed.

Martin H. Quitt, PhD, Professor Emeritus of History at the
University of Massachusetts (Boston), is the author of Stephen A.
Douglas and Antebellum Democracy (Cambridge University Press,
2012) and much else. He may be contacted at martin.quitt

@umb.edu.

The Psychohistory Forum welcomes proposals
for work-in-progress seminars for virtual and in-person
meetings. Send your request with the paper to
cliospsycheeditor@gmail.com for review
by a committee.




