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Ultimately, I think people voted for Trump because he gave
a voice to their fear and discontent, and they ignored a lot of the
other stuff he said because they were convinced life under Clinton
was going to be more of the same invisibility that they experienced
under Obama. If Clinton had run a campaign on solving the prob-
lems of those left behind in the digital revolution (similar to the
way John Edwards took up the issue of poverty in the 2007 prima-
ries, and might have won the nomination in 2011 if not for his scan-
dal), we might have a President Clinton right now. Then again,
with a campaign that pointed out the downsides of technology, she
might have lost the millennial vote. Point being, this mess is bigger
than Trump-Trump-Trump.

Fisher’s piece is well-written and I agree with much of the
psychological analysis (although I think it applies to many Demo-
crats as well). However, as written, | feel it perpetuates the prob-
lem. We aren’t going to understand each other better if we incor-
rectly examine Trump voters through the lens of these people as
racists, misogynists, uneducated, etc. The media plays up those
extreme traits in some Trump voters because they are shocking, but
the data says other issues were at play on Election Day.

Sincerely yours,
Elizabeth McCarthy

Elizabeth McCarthy is a screenwriter and satirist who has
written for Slate, The Vinyl District, and the Los Angeles Review of
Books, where she a founding editor. She has worked in film, tech-
nology, music, government, and publishing. McCarthy presently
lives in Los Angeles and may be contacted at ecmccar-
thy@icloud.com.

Response to McCarthy

Dear Editor,

I want to express my appreciation to Elizabeth McCarthy
for her cogent comment on my essay, “Trump As Symptom.”

We disagree about the ways in which Trump’s sexism, rac-
ism, xenophobia, and repudiation of political correctness resonate
with Trump’s base. My piece argues that there is a dynamic rela-
tionship between Trump’s rhetoric and actions and the deeper anxi-
eties and resentments of his base, especially among uneducated



Page 248  Clio’s Psyche

male white voters. His supporters respond to his economic mes-
sage and his promises to restore America’s economic hegemony in
a world that is increasingly global. If anything, I think I went too
easily on Trump (and by extension those of his supporters) after his
actions of slighting our NATO allies, his cozying up to authoritari-
an regimes (especially Russia), his repudiation of the Paris Agree-
ment on climate change, and his hostile and ignorant attacks on the
free press. If anything, it has been The Washington Post, The New
York Times, NBC, and CNN that have done a splendid job of muck-
raking, exposing some of the lies and covers-ups of Trump since he
became president.

I would also add that Trump’s supporters are all too com-
fortable with his anti-scientific, anti-intellectual, strong-man bully-
ing style. Despite all the revelations about meetings of his family
and high-ranking members of his administration with Russians, de-
spite strong evidence of high crimes and misdemeanors, and ob-
struction of justice, a recent poll showed that 84% of registered Re-
publicans still support Trump. If the Trump health care program
passes, many of his hardline supporters (probably between 30 to
40% of the population) may be deprived of their health care insur-
ance and begin to wake up to their error or miscalculation in sup-
porting this billionaire.

You make a good point about the digital revolution, about
those who benefit and those who get hurt by it. Trump clearly
knows how to use and abuse both social media and other vehicles
of the mass media, including television. Ultimately,
Trump’s support may turn more on geographical factors such as
rural versus city voters; and white, Christian voters versus those
more comfortable with a multi-cultural population, whose anxieties
are not unleashed by fear of the foreign.

I now think that the best way of understanding Trump re-
quires reference to the Godfather films. It may also account for
why some people are pulling for him to get away with his lies, im-
pulsiveness, and above all his cruelty and the horrific things that
come out of his mouth or his tweets. Trump is our first mafioso
president. He is a sociopath who demands loyalty from his follow-
ers and whose ultimate concerns are his family, brand, and accumu-
lating more wealth and privileges. Because they have been forgot-
ten, overlooked, condescended to, and devalued, his supporters ad-
mire Trump because he gets away with everything, showing con-
tempt for standard American norms and conventional ethics. It will
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be fascinating to see how long his Republican colleagues in Con-
gress and across the country continue to support him in the face of a
massive cover-up of the Russian collusion investigations and his
regime’s close relationship with one of our major adversaries.

Sincerely,
David James Fisher, PhD

David James Fisher, PhD, is an European historian and
veteran psychoanalyst who may be contacted at djamesfisher-
phd@gmail.com.
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CONFERENCES: Psychohistory Forum Work-In-Progress Sem-
inars are announced as details are finalized after a paper is submit-
ted, screened by a committee, and accepted. Announcements and
papers are sent out electronically to Psychohistory Forum mem-
bers. Jacques Szaluta serves as moderator and recently Harold
Takoosian has been our host at Fordham University’s Lincoln Cen-
ter Campus. Proposals are welcome and will be vetted by a com-
mittee once a presentation paper is submitted. In 2017 our present-
ers were James W. Anderson, Paul H. Elovitz, Ken Fuchsman,
Irene Javors, Inna Rozentsvit, and Jack Schwartz. The National
Association for the Advancement of Psychoanalysis (NAAP) on
November 18, 2017 held a meeting on the psychology of narcissism
in leaders. The 41* annual conference of the International Psycho-
historical Association (IPA) will be held at New York University
from May 30-June 1, 2018. IPA president Ken Fuchsman reports
that paper proposals will be accepted through January 15, 2018.
Upcoming meetings of various organizations include the Interna-
tional Society for Political Psychology’s (ISPP) conference on July
4-7, 2018 in San Antonio; Association for the Psychoanalysis of
Culture and Society (APCS) at Rutgers University on October 19-
20, 2018 with the theme of “Transformations: Disrupting Dystopic
Futures”; and the Interdisciplinary Conference of the Forum for
Psychoanalytic Education (IFPE) will be during November 2018 in
Lago Mar in Fort Lauderdale. CONGRATULATIONS: To James
W. Anderson on his election as president of the Chicago Psychoan-
alytic Society for 2017-2019. Eva Fogelman on her publication
with others of Children in the Holocaust and Its Aftermath: Histori-
cal and Psychological Studies of the Kestenberg Archive. She also
spoke in Israel at the World Federation of Jewish Child Survivors



