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Cloud Scraper
Peter W. Petschauer—Appalachian State University

With suggestions by Howard Stein

Repeat!
Repeat!
Repeat again!

The needle scrapes the clouds —

a response to the destruction of 9/11.

Taller than the skyscrapers around it —

visible for miles.

Even in the fog of downtown Manhattan —

it stands as testimony to innocent deaths of that day.

But it and its neighbors

tempt the gods with their arrogance —
maleness in steel, glass, and concrete,
all symbols of a patriarchy!

Already the ancient Greeks knew —

jealous gods upend Hubris’ foolish expressions.
Achilles,

quintessential hero of his time —

godlike in his mother Thetis’ fibrous armor.
Apollo guided Paris’ arrow to its weak spot.

Ignoring our mothers’ prescient concerns —

we moderns build

ever more audacious emblems of our maleness.
Surely they, too, will be torn asunder

by agents of other patriarchs.

Repeat!
Repeat!
Don’t learn!
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