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young adults. Schools and printed literature should teach anger
management and compromise. Everybody should be taught to re-
frain from projecting their rage onto external sources.

Herbert Barry III, PhD, is a psychologist who became a
faculty member at the University of Pittsburgh in 1963 and a Pro-
fessor Emeritus in 2001. He was President of the International
Psychohistorical Association (IPA) 1991-1992. He has presented
reports on US presidents and presidential elections in many of the
annual IPA conventions. He may be contacted at barryh@pitt.edu.
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The Deeper Threat
Tom Gibbs—Independent Scholar

worse than death the threat of death weaves
into the intricate fabric that under all flesh

bone and blood binds us all as one a part
of eternity threat the greater enemy corrupts

the fragile warp and weft fear unravels
peace of mind flame of terror ignites little

fires of doubt in every simple daily task holds us
inside death imagined a thousand fold life

diminishes empties by these rote rehearsals
that kill more than flesh and bone and blood
and deeper

Tea Bags
Tom Gibbs—Independent Scholar

When I walk into the Middle Eastern

Grocery store to buy a box of Ahmad tea bags
It’s difficult to keep myself from thinking
These young men may sometimes tinker in
Backrooms with getting to Heaven posthaste
And I am somehow responsible for their deaths
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And the deaths of their possible victims

Should they need just the cost of a box of tea
To finish their vests. Are such notions only
The typical wonderings of an infidel or are they
Lines of thought like some dark poetry born

Of media-speak and images that explode from

Indisputable facts that too often play out in

Brutal death color on saturation news broadcasts?

I feel certain it is no base racism though I acknowledge
It is certainly implied. Not from my heart but

From the subtle conditioning of dark poetry that as

I am infidel to them they are jihad to me.

Tom Gibbs may be contacted at bordesprings@bell
south.net. (4

Terror in Warfare
Lawrence Tritle—Loyola Marymount University

In the year 100 the Roman historian Tacitus wrote “they
make a desert and call it peace” (Agricola, 30). His description of
the Roman way of war, at once accurate and rhetorical, could as
easily refer to the destruction visited on the American South in
1864/65 by Union General William Tecumseh Sherman. Sherman
characterized his Georgia campaign as “the hard hand of war,”
which he believed civilians as well as enemy armed forces should
see and feel (Memoirs, 2: 227, 1875).

War is indeed hard, but does it constitute “terrorism”? The
definition of terrorism and its companion violence are tricky, but a
brief look at provisions of the Geneva Conventions is revealing.
Protocol II “declares that neither the civilian population as such,
nor individual civilians may be the objects of attacks; moreover,
acts of terrorism against them are prohibited. Civilians benefit
from this protection as long as they do not take a direct part in hos-
tilities.” Sherman implicitly recognized his campaign as terrorism
and so did General Curtis Le May. In 1945, Le May admitted to
his staff that if the U.S. were to lose the war with Japan, they would
surely be condemned as war criminals for the fire-bombing of Ja-
pan, methods used to similar effect on the cities of Germany. Com-



