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Henry’s kind, wise energy is there in the life force of the 
IPA.  He is deeply missed as a presence.  He is still with us, not 
only as the presence of an absence, but also as a quiet and con-
stant reminder of the many purposes we share in working together 
to build the IPA. 

 Harriet Fraad, PhD, is a licensed mental health counselor 
and certified hypnotherapist in private practice in New York City 
who is a regular contributor to the Journal of Psychohistory. She 
served as president of the IPA from 2007 to 2009 and also has a 
radio program on WBAI.  Dr. Fraad may be contacted at 
hfraad@aol.com.  

When Henry Was Always There 
Juhani Ihanus—University of Helsinki 

When I first met Henry Lawton in June 1994, it was at the 
opening of the annual IPA Convention in New York.  Henry was 
standing behind the desk, collecting payments, handing out pro-
gram sheets, and welcoming participants with gracious gestures and 
smiling both contentedly and empathically.  All were greeted, and I 
sensed that I got a moment of special attention. 

This caring and sharing atmosphere was never absent in our 
later contacts.  I only met him in person during the IPA Conven-
tions, where he had his memorable psychohistorical film sessions, 
but his presence was felt through correspondence in his quick and 
balanced messages, for example, as the Secretary of the IPA and 
the Book Review Editor of the JPH.  He was sure to accept even 
strong critical statements if he felt them to be constructive, develop-
ing further psychohistorical work. 

I started to trust that Henry was always there, “being in the 
world,” like existentialist philosophers used to say.  Henry’s “being 
in the world” meant “co-being” with his family, friends, colleagues, 
as well as strangers. 

His passionate interest in books became evident to me 
when, after a long IPA Convention day, we happened to meet in the 
Strand Bookstore at Broadway, between the bookshelves.  Henry’s 
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reaction was surprise, accompanied by, “My goodness! You are 
here!”  This coincidence and Henry’s short exclamation has re-
mained a precious memory, giving structure to my experience of 
being in the realms of personal and interpersonal exploration.  We 
were both searching for old books and new knowledge.  This search 
was made even more exciting because I knew that Henry was also 
there. 

Juhani Ihanus’ biography may be found on page 41.  

The Loss of Henry Lawton 
Allan Mohl—Forum Research Associate 

When I joined the IPA in 1988, I was aware of Henry 
Lawton as secretary and chairperson of membership.  In 2010, 
when I decided to write an article on polygamous families for 
Clio’s Psyche, Henry’s expertise on the history of Mormonism was 
quite helpful to me despite his failing health. 

Henry was a major figure in the IPA who had been one of 
its founders who held all positions of leadership except for treas-
urer.  During my tenure as president, 2009 to 2011, the question 
was raised as to whether Henry was still capable of functioning ef-
fectively as secretary because he was not in good health.  After 
some communication with Henry and his wife, I felt that he could 
remain in this position and looking back, I feel it was the right deci-
sion.  

Despite his physical condition and with the aid of his wife 
Helen and his son Jason, Henry continued to be effective as both 
secretary and chairperson of membership.  He continued to attend 
IPA conferences and presented films of interest on fundamentalism 
and other topics.  Continuing in the role of secretary gave him a 
sense of purpose and helped his morale in the face of a debilitating 
illness.  

During the period of my tenure as president of the IPA, I 
presented Henry with a certificate of accomplishment within the 
organization.  His influence was enormous and despite his condi-
tion—he suffered from primary lateral sclerosis—he continued his 


