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ture.  ‘Welcome, Peter, scholar and friend!’”  
 Heinrich Reiss, MA, executive co-president (with Ludwig 

Janus, MD) of the Society for Psychohistory and Political Psychol-
ogy since 2014.  The official website is www.psychohistorie.de. 
Reiss can be reached at hpmReiss@t-online.de.    
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Peter Petschauer has given testimony in his various books 
that, given some favorable resources, one can really face the tur-
moil and conflicts of one’s time and develop from them in an amaz-
ing way.  For this, the democratic U.S. offered him an essential 
field of development and, of course, psychohistory and the psycho-
historical society in particular.  His personal development is some-
thing like a piece of lived psychohistory.  The move from Germany 
to the U.S. enabled him to reflect and sort out the personal effects 
of the turmoil in German society from the distance of academic life 
in a democratic society, which he then presented in his books.   

In my opinion, he was able to understand the opportunities 
and potentials of education, as he used them in his own life and 
their fundamental importance for the development of society.  He 
presented this for the constructive sides of the developments of 
German society, using the example of women’s education in Ger-
many in the 18th century.  Therefore, already around 1800, educated 
women such as Bettina von Arnim in Frankfurt and Caroline Schle-
gel in Jena were able to play a decisive role in the contemporary 
discussion of the Enlightenment’s change of mentality.  At the same 
time, socially gifted women such as Rahel Varnhagen in Berlin and 
Johanna Schopenhauer in Weimar were able to bring together the 
leading members of their time in literary salons.  Of the same im-
portance was Caroline Schlegel’s circle in Jena for the emergence 
of German Romanticism.  

The prerequisite for these constructive developments was 
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women’s education in the 18th century, which Peter Petschauer de-
scribes in his work, “The Education of Women in Eighteenth-
Century Germany: New Directions from the German Female Per-
spective” (Studies in German Thought and History, Vol. 9).  The 
book presents the theme as exemplarily clear and comprehensive.  
It is a scandal that this work has not yet been translated into Ger-
man, but perhaps this Festschrift in his honor can be an inspiration. 
 Ludwig Janus, MD, born on August 21, 1939, has been a 
practicing psychoanalytic psychotherapist in Dossenheim near Hei-
delberg since 1975.  He is Past-President of the International Socie-
ty for Prenatal and Perinatal Psychology and Medicine (ISPPM) 
and Past-President of the German Society for Psychohistory and 
Political Psychology (GPPP) with Heinrich Reiss.  He has numer-
ous publications on prenatal and perinatal psychology as well as 
psychohistory (see www.Ludwig-Janus.de), including “Enduring 
Effects of Prenatal Life” (1997; available as a download from 
www.Ludwig-Janus.de).  He can be contacted at ja-
nus.ludwig@gmail.com.   

A Friend in Need is a Friend Indeed 
Anatoly Isaenko—University of N. Carolina (Chapel Hill) 
Ralph E. Lentz II—Appalachian State University 

For me (Anatoly Isaenko) and my family, Peter Petschauer 
was and is more than just a remarkable academic colleague.  In 
1995, Peter and I published a thorough and objective analysis of 
ethnic conflicts in the post-Soviet space.  This publication became 
the first among similar efforts undertaken by other scholars in Eng-
lish language historiography.  The next year, I won a Fulbright Fel-
lowship at Duke University.  But when I returned to the Caucasus, 
local mobsters began a systematic campaign against me and my 
family for criticism of ethnocentric nationalism.  In the winter of 
1996, my life was threatened on several occasions, and I decided to 
contact Peter to find a refuge.  Knowing the perilous situation in the 
Caucasus very well, Peter immediately came to the rescue, like a 
proverbial “friend in need is a friend indeed.”  Since then, with the 
unstinting help of Peter, I have very successfully adapted to the 
U.S. and to teaching in an American university. 

Over time, we have enjoyed and benefited from working 
together on several projects dealing with various ranges of ethnic 


