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choanalyst nor a psychohistorian.  However, Paul has the patience 
to explain these tools to newcomers and explore them deeply 
through in-depth discourses with colleagues, psychobiographers, 
and psychohistorians.  His passion and fascination with exploring 
the life course of self and others has left a mark on many of us and 
the development of psychobiographical sciences. 

Thank you for all of your contributions, Paul, which led not 
only to our personal and professional growth but also to the devel-
opment of the international community of psychobiographers and 
psychohistorians. 

 Claude-Hélène Mayer, PhD, is a Professor in Industrial 
and Organisational Psychology at the University of Johannesburg 
in Johannesburg, South Africa.  Her main research areas are psy-
chobiography, women in leadership, shame, and the Fourth Indus-
trial Revolution.  She can be contacted at claudehmayer.com or 
claudemayer@gmx.net. ❑ 

A Note of Gratitude to Paul Elovitz  
Marcie Newton—University at Albany 

I first met Paul at a Psychohistory Forum meeting in New 
York City in the fall of 2014.  When I walked into the room and sat 
at the table, Paul commented on how I was going to fit right in—he 
was right.  From that day forward, Paul became a mentor and 
friend.  He also welcomed me into an international community that 
feels like family.   

Paul has spent much of his adult life promot-
ing doing psychohistory.  His efforts are important in cementing 
psychohistory as a much-needed field that illustrates our human-
ness in an examination of history.  At all times, he seeks to foster 
respectable, open-minded viewpoints about psychohistory, psycho-
historical topics, and what people invested in psychohistory seek to 
accomplish.  Paul’s commendable dedication to psychohistory is 
inspiring, and I feel honored that he sees me as someone who also 
does psychohistory.  

Marcie Newton, PhD, is a lecturer in the Program of Writ-
ing and Critical Inquiry at the University at Albany and a Research 
Associate of the Psychohistory Forum.  Dr. Newton has written on 
a variety of topics for Clio’s Psyche, including sexual trauma and 
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psychosis, paradoxical notions of sexuality, Brexit, female suicide 
bombers, at-risk students, and reflections on psychohistory.  She 
can be reached at mnewton@albany.edu.  ❑  

A Life Well-Spent:  
Commemorating Paul Elovitz 

Jeffrey B. Rubin—Object Relations Institute 

Abstract: This is a short commemoration of Paul Elovitz that focuses on 
his character: his integrity, devotion, industriousness, and loyalty. 
Keywords: character, industriousness, integrity, loyalty, “midwife of 
knowledge,” Paul Elovitz, psychohistory  

Several years ago, my friend and colleague, Inna Rozentsvit, 
recommended I meet Paul Elovitz.  She thought we shared some 
important interests and might enjoy conversing.  Pulled in various 
directions by pre-existing intellectual projects and emotional com-
mitments, it took some time before we connected via email.  Even-
tually, we Face Timed and “met” at the Psychohistory Forum and 
the International Psychohistorical Association meetings.  Over 
time, a colleagueship and friendship, which I cherish, developed. 

Colleagues who have known Paul longer will have more 
stories and specific information about his scholarship as a presiden-
tial psychobiographer, his teaching at Ramapo College, and the or-
ganizations and journals he started—including the Psychohistory 
Forum and Clio’s Psyche.  I want to confine my remarks to the kind 
of person Paul is. 

We live in troubling times.  There is so much to lament and 
mourn.  One of the ways I attempt to stay sane in an insane age is to 
be on the lookout for what is worth celebrating.  Paul is one of 
those rare people who make the world a better place, what the jazz 
great John Coltrane called forces for good.  Paul has led an admira-
ble life.  He has probed the depths of his own life history, sought to 
understand those forces that thwarted him, and drawn on that hard-
earned knowledge to cultivate character, an important and neglect-
ed virtue.  With Paul, that takes numerous forms—from his inspir-
ing love for and devotion to his wife, Geri, to his unprecedented 
commitment to psychohistory, to his nourishing the voices of col-
leagues, old friends, and younger newcomers to psychohistory. 


