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Viewpoints: Why Some
Arab Immigrants
Choose Terrorism

Paul H. Elovitz

The people of New York, a city of
immigrants, were appalled by the World Trade
Center bombing. That act and the subsequently
revealed plot of Islamic terrorists to assassinate
and bomb set me thinking about why a few
newcomers choose the path of violence.

Immigrants are often drawn to the USA
by unrealistic expectations of opportunities. The
converse view of the streets of America being
paved with gold is the longing for the glorified
abandoned homeland left behind. The
idealization of the homeland may even
contribute, in the most extreme cases, to the
immigrant's supporting terrorism or becoming a
terrorist. A perfect homeland is certainly worth
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Olive Schreiner: Feminist
Prophet of South African
Democracy

Joyce Berkman
University of Massachusetts (Amherst)

Were Olive Schreiner (1855-1920) alive
today she would exult in the transformations in
South Africa that climaxed in the 1994
presidential election of Nelson Mandela. By the
mid-to-late 1890s Olive Schreiner had emerged
as the foremost South African critic of British
imperialism, ethnocentrism, and racism - Cecil
Rhodes' most eloquent opponent. Through
political treatises, public addresses, and works of
fiction replete with trenchant argument and fiery
warning, she labored valiantly but in vain to alter
British attitudes and policies. A staunch
Cassandra, she predicted the disastrous outcome
of an Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902) and the
racist legislation and constitution of the South
African Union to follow upon the war's end.
Simultaneously, she prophesied the eventual
triumph of a multiracial and feminist South
African democracy.

A pragmatist no less than an idealist, she
set forth for consideration by the South African
National Convention (1908-9) constitutional
measures to realize her democratic vision,
proposals that culminated in her treatise, Closer
Union (1909). This document eerily anticipated
current political directions in South Africa.
Fearful of large centralized nations, Schreiner
advocated a fairly decentralized federal
constitution, with two legislative houses, akin to
the American Congress, forging equal political
and economic opportunities for all races and both
sexes. She appealed to white self-interest,
warning whites that they could not progress amid
millions of subjugated peoples and that blacks
would ultimately revolt. Envisioning the new
capital for the nation, she called for a
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sacrificing to save. For this to occur, a number
of conditions have to be met including the
sense that the motherland is being ravaged by
a foreign power. Thus, Irish Americans have
long been major contributors to the Irish
Republican Army and its terrorist activities. A
number of Arab immigrants were convicted
for the February 26, 1993, bombing of the
World Trade Center in New York and
implicated in a subsequent plot to terrorize
New York for which Sheik Abdul Rahman
was put on trial.

As absence makes the heart grow
fonder of the land left behind, it also seems to
heighten the rage towards the hated occupier
of the homeland. Thus, it becomes easier to
plot against the government one is sworn to
destroy from a distance 5,000 miles removed
from its police. A case in point is the World
Trade Center bombing. It shocked Americans
because they did not expect such a random act
of violence and had not seen themselves as
targets, in America itself, of Islamic
extremists. Muslims, living in Brooklyn and
Jersey City suddenly came under suspicion
and suffered from vandalism reflecting the
easily aroused suspicions and anger at the
immigrant as dangerous alien.

Living in the free and economically
well-off United States, Arab immigrants can
easily feel guilt and remorse regarding the
less-fortunate brethren they have left behind.
They literally feel strange, as strangers in a
strange land. Many in the group feel alien and
watched. A few of the newcomers give in to
the temptation to create in reality that which
they feel within. This is what happens when
they join a terrorist party and consequently
come under the suspicion of the police. The
police scrutiny, which they have brought on
themselves, diminishes certain internal
conflicts. The sense of being alien and
estranged is verified by the reality, and even
though their objective situation may be much
more precarious, they may suffer from less
internal conflict. The world is clearly split into
the idealized homeland and the denigrated,
persecutory and satanic U.S.A. and Israel.

Such conflicts among immigrants are

legion. This is why radical groups have often
drawn much of their membership from
immigrants. Ninety percent of the membership
of the small American Communist Party of the
1920s were in foreign language-speaking
sections which did not even conduct their
business in English. This ninety percent
membership in  the Communist Party
represented but an infinitesimal proportion of
any particular immigrant group.

The strain of coming to America and
from a culture with radically different values
can be enormous. It helps to explain why many
immigrants disparage the new culture as they
try to hold onto values of the old one. Violent
acts sometimes occur, as in the case of a
Palestinian, married to a Brazil-born woman,
who in 1989 killed his 16-year-old daughter, in
the words of one of the St. Louis jurors, "just
because she wants to be an American
teenager." The girl, named Palestina (Tina to
her American friends) in honor of the
homeland, was stabbed to death by her father
whose house was wire-tapped because of his
terrorist activities on behalf of the same (not
yet independent) country. Sometimes a new
generation must be born to escape these
conflicts. ¢ o %
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changed site, free from local chauvinist British
and Dutch traditions that alienated outsiders
and also apart from commercial and financial
centers that aroused anxiety over business
influences exerting undue power in the new
government. Concluding Closer Union,
Schreiner proposed that the political leadership
her new constitution demanded must
understand and sympathize with all of South
Africa's peoples, prize the unique virtues of
each of its people's culture, and work to
reconcile the races. Without such capacities, a
South African union would "be a poor piddling
thing when we [finally] have it...."

As we know, the new South African
constitution enabled, instead, passage of
hideous racial policies. Schreiner vigorously
protested. Vice-President of the Cape Women's
Enfranchisement League, Schreiner stepped
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down from her post and resigned from the
group when it refused membership to black and
colored women.

Since the young Schreiner had not
believed in an egalitarian multiracial nation, her
arrival at such a position involved complex
psychological shifts. The study of her life (see
my The Healing Imagination of Olive
Schreiner: Beyond South African Colonialism)
offers  invigorating challenges to the
psychohistorian.

Schreiner, the ninth child of her British
mother and German-born father, was born in a
remote, mud-floored Wesleyan mission house
on the border of Basutoland. In her youth she
suffered asthma and angina spasms, the death of
her beloved younger sister, and corporal and
verbal abuse for her anti-Christian beliefs and
unconventional behavior. Her parents and older
siblings, who called her queer and sinful for her
"tomboy" and wilful behavior, propelled her, if
we apply Kohut's concepts, to find alternate,
self-confirming self objects. These she found
among the maligned and marginalized Boer and
African women. Many of their ways of being
she heralded as equal if not superior to those of
English women. She also found solace in the
South African landscape, the unimpeded
stretches of the karoo. As a child meditating in
nature, she experienced ecstatic visions of a
peaceful universe, free from arbitrary judgment
and cruelty. These visions inspired her lifelong
efforts for societal change.

Schreiner's turbulent adolescence as a
governess included a wrenching love
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relationship. Early adult frustration followed as
she strove to become a doctor. Her 1880s stay in
England as the famous author of The Story of An
African Farm (1883) had a double-edged impact
on her mental health. She formed close and self-
affirming ties with leading scientists, social
reformers and sexologists (e.g., Edward
Carpenter and Havelock Ellis) and championed
progressive literary, political and social causes;
but health and interpersonal pressures led to her
breakdown. Ever resilient, she resorted to travel,
writing, and in 1889 a return to South Africa to
gain insight into her distress and strength to
persevere.

In South Africa in the mid-1890s
Schreiner faced assault by Boers and Britons,
including family and friends, for becoming an
outspoken opponent of all forms of social and
political injustice and oppression. Her marriage
in 1894 to Samuel Cron Cronwright-Schreiner
(her husband honored her request that he adopt
her surname) nourished her political radicalism.
Despite numerous miscarriages and the death of
one infant, and though her marriage later
weakened, she composed important fiction and
nonfiction (e.g., Dreams and Woman and
Labour) to the end of her life. %+ o <

The Early Years of
Charles Darwin

Ralph Colp
Columbia University (Retired)

When Charles Darwin was growing up in
the English country town of Shrewsbury he heard
about the distinguished past achievements in
industry, medicine, natural history, and poetry of
his maternal and paternal grandparents, the potter
Josiah Wedgewood and the physician and author
Dr. Erasmus Darwin. He daily submissively
confronted the imposing physical presence and
the power and prestige of his father, Dr. Robert
Darwin, who was Shrewsbury's leading
physician, savant, financier and philanthropist.

When he was eight his mother died and he
repressed his grief and his memories of her.
Afterwards he had trouble verbalizing his
feelings of grief, anger and fear, and these



