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singing, "You don't know what love is until....")
On a literary level I attempt to put Forrest in a
tradition of Spenser's Red Cross Knight in his
16th century epic, The Fairy Queen. He is all
Magnanimity, all virtues together in one person.
But he is too intelligent to be allied to Forrest. I
think of I. B. Singer's Gimpel the Fool, whose
first line is "I am Gimpel the fool, but I am not a
fool." (The translation is not felicitous.
Important is the mistranslation of the Hebrew
word tam which means straightforward, direct.)
That is, Gimpel knows what's going on as
Forrest never does. Of course, as we think of
other archetypes the best is Melville's Billy
Budd or a Christ-like figure in literature. Billy
hangs, blessing Captain Vere, and the white
feather floats upward at the end of the film
signaling to us that when Forrest and his son die
they will ascend to heaven.

Psychoanalytically, we realize what this
pasticcio of bits of our culture adds up to is so
little that we rush to films that take us away on
the wings of our deepest fantasy. We can stay
"innocent" forever. Forrest never grows up. To
do so Forrest has to learn to lie and to have
secrets, two necessary requisites to separate
from the mother. But he is not taught the
difference by his mother who does both lie and
keep secrets from him. Jenny is -crippled,
abandoned by her mother, and sexually abused
by her father; she looks for affection anywhere
she can get it and becomes a heroin addict who
dies from AIDS. Forrest has an unconditionally-
loving mother but no father. But then we need
to remember that Forrest, for all his worldly
shortcomings is not human. He, like Jesus, is
"Perfect Man." Thus, for all of his experiences
he remains unchanged and not any more grown
up at the end of the movie than he is at the
beginning. His favorite book is a child's
favorite, Curious George, about a mischievous
monkey whose curiosity gets him into trouble
but he always ends up safe back home. And this
is what he passes on to his little son, who goes
off to school with it as Forrest did.

The idealising of a fool or a saint gets us
into equal amounts of trouble. It gives us
permission to never grow up. We can remain
monkeys. God provides miracles and takes care
of us.

Mel Goldstein is a psychoanalyst in

private practice and Professor Emeritus,
Psychoanalytic Studies of Literature and Film,
University of Hartford. Margot Goldstein, an
alternate  scholar, provided indispensable
assistance.

Psychonhistory, Predictions,
and the Millennium

Can psychohistory predict the future?
At the September 17 meeting of the
Psychohistory Forum, Ted Goertzel reviewed
several theories of cycles in political
consciousness and encouraged group members
to speculate about the year 2000. Lloyd
deMause, one of the key theorists reviewed, was
present at the meeting and offered his
observations on the current scene. DeMause,
however, doubted that long range forecasting
could be relied upon.

At times the discussion was heated.
Goertzel defended positivist scientific methods
as used in his recent statistical test of some of
deMause's ideas (which has been published in
Political Psychology, Vol 14, No 4, 1993).
deMause agreed that a statistical interpretation
can be made, but thought that Goertzel's
statistical basis was too small. The meeting
ended in good cheer, and members jotted down
their predictions for the year 2000. There was
no time to discuss these predictions at the
meeting, but a summary is offered here in the
hope of stimulating further discussion and
possible newsletter contributions.

Some of the most interesting predictions
concerned the Zeitgeist, the general climate of
the times. Members offered the following
sometimes contradictory ideas:

o there will be a thirst for a new creed,
something to believe in

e there will be an increase in social
mindedness, less emphasis on self, more on
future development

e the younger generation will veer away from
reality into computer games and virtual
reality

e there will be an increase in utopian/-
dystopian themes in movies and TV

e there will be an increase in
multiculturalism,
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a decline of English language dominance,
and increased third-world immigration

Group members did not emphasize
economic or technological futurism. One
member thought that there would be an increase
in conflict due to increases in economic
inequality, while another thought that the trend
would be for more equality due to the growth of
the computer society. Technological and
scientific  factors mentioned were AIDS
decimating Africa, the increasing dominance of
TV and some success in the war on cancer.

Politically, several members thought that
there would be an increase in right-wing,
religious movements, perhaps emphasis on
moral purity, anti-crime, anti-violence, anti-
radical feminism, pro-family beliefs. Several
expected the growth of sectarian movements,
some with beliefs focusing on the millennium.
One predicted that Ross Perot would take over
the Republican Party, another stressed the
emergence of a charismatic leader of some sort.
In his opening remarks, Ted Goertzel offered a
more specific political prediction: Al Gore
would be nominated by the Democrats, but lose
to a more charismatic Republican candidate. He
also offered the prediction that President
Clinton would involve the U.S. in a war similar
in magnitude to the Gulf War shortly before the
election, and that the communitarian ideology as
espoused by Amitai Etzioni would become
hegemonic.

Perhaps the most interesting were
predictions  concerning  the  future  of
psychohistory itself. Several members predicted
that there would be increased interest and
acceptance of psychohistorical ideas by the year
2000. One member suggested that there would
be enough agreement on psychohistorical
principles to allow progress in four key fronts:
improving child-rearing, reducing the risks of
war, recognizing sacrificial tendencies in
society and increasing tolerance for ambiguity.

Bulletin Board

NOTES ON MEMBERS AND THEIR
RESEARCH: Congratulations to Norman
Simms (University of Waikato, New Zealand)
on the forthcoming publication of My Cow

Comes to Haunt Me: European Explorers,
Travelers and Novelists Constructing Textual
Selves and Imagining the Unthinkable in Lands
and Islands beyond the Sea, from Christopher
Columbus to Alexander von Humboldt (Pace
University Press); to David Felix (C.U.N.Y.-
Retired) on the publication of Biography of an
Idea: John Maynard Keynes, The General
Theory (Transaction Books); to Marvin
Goldwert of New York Institute of Technology
who recently published "Poets, Painters, and
the Art of History" in the Journal of
Unconventional History (Spring, 1994) and to
J. Donald Hughes, a professor of ancient
history at the University of Denver for many
years, who has been named John Evans
Professor - the highest honor at his beautiful
university. Ever peripatetic, he is back from
Italy as well as a trip to Vancouver for his son's
wedding. Now that all their children are
married we expect Pam and Don to travel even
more. HOLOCAUST NEWSLETTERS:
When we asked Judith Kestenberg to write a
brief article on the Nazi persecution of children
she generously offered to send out sample
copies of the NEWSLETTER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL STUDY OF ORGANIZED
PERSECUTION OF CHILDREN which Clio S
Psyche subscribers should have received in
October. This year's Milton Kestenberg
Holocaust Memorial Lecture is December 18
on "Trauma, Loss and Creativity." For further
information write Dr. Kestenberg at 30
Soundview Lane, Sands Point, NY 11050.
NETWORKING INQUIRY: Biographers of
two famous twentieth-century thinkers would
like someone to interpret the Rorschach tests of
their subjects. Please contact the Editor.
RETIREMENTS: Mel Goldstein, who served
the University of Hartford for twenty-eight
years in a variety of positions and was granted
a number of honors, has retired from teaching,
but not from his psychoanalytic practice nor the
life of the mind. AUDIO CONFERENCES:
Alberto Fergusson and other contributors to
the Colombian Industry of Pleasure (Cocaine)
Research  Group participated in audio
conferences with Professor Elovitz'
psychohistory seminar at Ramapo College on
November 2 and 30. Interested parties are
welcome to join the Research Group - please
write to Alberto Fergusson, P.O. Box 093563,
Bogota, Colombia. Mary Coleman of Chicago
is scheduled for a December 7 audio
conference on civil rights. MEETINGS: The
Forum's next meeting on January 28 (Saturday)
is devoted to



