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Classics and
Psychohistorians

Special Feature

The Editor's Classics

Paul H. Elovitz
Clios Psyche and
Ramapo College of New Jersey

Sigmund Freud, Civilization and its Dis-
contents, is to my mind one of the great classics of
our field because it deals with the essential issues
that we face as civilized human beings. Peter
Loewenberg, Decoding the Past. The Psychohis-
torical Approach, is a work that I find to be invalu-
able as both a teacher and a scholar. Lloyd de-
Manse, "The Evolution of Childhood," is
pathbreaking scholarship and a wonderful intro-

(Continued on page 12)

The Child Psychology
of Mr. Rogers

Special Feature

The Trolley and The Tunnel

Dereck Daschke
Truman State University

While a regular watcher of "Mr. Rogers'
Neighborhood" when growing up in the early to
mid-1970s, I cannot say that I remember it
particularly well today -- it is not as wedded to my
psyche as "Sesame Street," "The Electric
Company," and, dare I say, "The Brady Bunch" or
"The Monkees." Hence it is all the more
interesting that one of the single most memorable
dreams from my childhood was a disturbing visit
to Mr. Rogers' "Neighborhood

(Continued on page 22)

War with Iraq

Special Feature

Bush's America Goes To War

Rudolph Binion
Brandeis University

The ghastly aerial attack of 9/11 on the Twin
Towers and the Pentagon, the financial and military
nerve centers of our nation, was traumatic in the
strictest sense of the word. A trauma is a deep wound
to the mind, heart, and nerves that will not heal. Not
just individuals, but large groups, even whole peoples,
can be traumatized. 9/11 traumatized Americans
collectively.

Three kinds of reaction follow on a trauma
either singly or in combination. One is incessant,
painful recall. Another is too-late defense against the
traumatic blow. The third, and most drastic, is to
relive the trauma in disguise unawares.

Traumatized America is reacting in all three
ways at once. The haunting remembrance of 9/11, the
memorialization and mourning, have hardly
diminished since the event, which has meanwhile
crept into the subsoil of our fantasies and nightmares.
We have defended against its recurrence in its original
form by focusing vital counterterrorist controls
inordinately on airports and immigrants, as if bin
Laden would simple-mindedly try the very same stunt
a second time. And we are conjuring up 9/11 in thin
disguise through a war on Iraq which, billed as a war
on terrorism, is as if calculated to promote more
terror-ism -- a textbook case of traumatic reliving.

That war was launched by an aerial attack on
the nerve centers of Iraq's capital and main city:
shades of 9/11. It bore the distinctly traumatic code
name "Shock and Awe." Ostensibly designed to
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shatter morale, it predictably only aroused hatred for
the assailants instead, just like 9/11.

Historically, traumatized groups often do their
reliving through leaders who relive traumas of their
own in the process. In this historic mode, Bush has
hijacked the American national trauma of 9/11 for his
own innermost purposes -- his "hidden agenda," hidden
even from himself. To uncover these purposes, I must
first back up a little.

The dominant theme of Bush's early inner life
was a failing rivalry with his father marked by
adulation and emulation. Somewhere beneath every
such failing filial rivalry lurks -- even with-out the
benefit of a Freudian father complex -- secret anger
inwardly denied. The anger and the idolatry feed each
other.

Sent to the same schools as his namesake, the
younger George came of age in the shadow of the elder
one's shining academic, athletic, military, and business
record. He trailed his father humiliat-

ingly on all four scores and took refuge in alcohol and
-- as he pointedly did not deny when asked --drugs. At
age 40 he shook his addiction only to go the opposite
extreme as a crusading born-again Christian. From this
"dry-drunk" vantage point, he watched his father as
president triumphantly form and lead a United Nations
coalition that undid Sad-dam Hussein's aggression
against Kuwait short of destroying Saddam himself

In April 1993 came a car-bomb attempt on the
elder Bush's life in Kuwait that local officials promptly
blamed on Saddam. That misfired blast boomeranged
as the younger Bush projected onto Saddam with a
bang the repressed filial rage within him for an
idolized father he could not measure up to. With this
new target he had found a purpose. He put it
guilelessly last September at a fund-raiser in Houston
when he called Saddam "the guy who tried to kill my
dad."

After 9/11, invested with personal power to
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conduct a war on terrorism for America, the younger Bush
twisted this congressional mandate into a God-given mission to
kill Saddam. Thus would he prove himself a loving and worthy
son who, into the bargain, can go one better than his father,
never mind our blood and our civil liberties drained, the United
Nations and international law flouted, and our moral stock
plummeting world-wide, let alone the Iragis caught in the
crossfire. Just as the Kuwaiti claim that Saddam was behind that
attempt on Bush senior's life was unproven, Bush junior's claim
that Saddam was harboring terrorists and weapons of mass
destruction was unproven. The preliminary blow of "Shock and
Awe" targeted Saddam personally: this re-edition of a flubbed
assassination attempt duly missed its mark Everything meshed.

This tight fit between the course of escalating
traumatic disaster engaged by Bush's America and a pattern of
pathology documented in numerous historical case studies is no
mere academic cu-
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riosityzy. It is a highest worldwide alarm signal: blinding red. Is
our nation too far gone to heed it?

Rudolph Binion, PhD, is Leff Professor of
History at Brandeis University. Of his numerous
scholarly publications, the most relevant to this
article are Hitler Among the Germans (1975) and

‘Traumatic Reliving in History," forthcoming this
year in The Annual of Psychoanalysis. (1

The Second Bush
Persian Gulf War

Paul H. Elovitz
Ramapo College of New Jersey and the
Psychohistory Forum

The long-awaited and feared second Bush Persian
Gulf War has come and gone. Below, I de-scribe the war and
free-associate about it. Else-where, in the Journal of
Psychohistory, my December 2002 Clios Psyche (Vol. 9
No. 3) article, "Perspectives on Teaching About War-Making
in 2002 America," is being reprinted with the comments of
eight colleagues and my response to their thoughts on it. These
are different, but complementary, articles.

War brings both great fears and hopes, though often
from different sectors of the population. Students, who as
young people incline to favor action over inaction, tend to be
more positive about war. Women and older citizens tend to be
more aware of the downside of war. During the war, there were
numerous fears expressed, sup-pressed, and repressed. Fears of
biological or chemical weapons used against the invading
armies or on the home front ebbed and flowed throughout the
conflict. As a psychohistorian I wonder if the enormous fears
of SARS (Sudden Acute Respiratory Syndrome) was partly a
displacement of worldwide fears of terrorist biological and
chemical weapons. After all, there was and is a tremendous
focus on this health issue despite the facts that as of today's
news (May 12) there is not one confirmed U.S. death from it
and that the flu kills 20,000-30,000 Americans every year. It
has long been my conjecture that we humans in-cline to project
our own individual health fears onto the nation, and that we
feel more or less healthy depending upon how healthy the
nation seems to be. Epidemiological studies showed a de-cline
in the rate of death by some diseases and suicide in World War
1T when people were so focused



