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child is in the midst"

Erikson's psychobiographies of young Gorky, young
Luther, and Gandhi became for him examples of
transformative identity crises. Their "psychosocial identity"
consisted of "somatic," "personal," and "social" categories.
Erikson was concerned with analyzing not only conflicts but
also creative tensions among these three groups. He wanted to
expand the Freudian clinical perspective from conflicts and
debilitating disorders to potentials and restorative means of
action.

Before Erikson, Preserved Smith had introduced the
morbid Oedipus complex into Luther studies, and Fromm had
taken a much more sinister view while pointing out Luther's
hostility and demands for submission and self-sacrifice. Erik-
son turned resolutely away from such formulations, towards
more imaginative and life-affirming aspects in Luther's life.
Luther, Gandhi, and Freud were for Erikson reformers of
inner worldviews, creative transformers of established
institutions.

Psychohistorians should be, according to Erikson,
more conscious of their re-transference" of the "unlived
portions" and "unrealized selves" of their own lives, which are
projected (with a personal bias) onto psychohistorical
research: the choice of subject, remembering, reviewing, and
interpreting historical motivations. Different interpretations of
historical motivations have to be related with each other and
co-constructed By revealing compulsory repetitions in
themselves and others, psychohistorians bequeath historical
processes to future reappraisals.

The polylogue among psychohistorians even calls for
changing old definitions of basic, long-cherished concepts
such as "Mom." In Child-hood and Society, Erikson figured
"Mom" as a stereotype and a caricature containing all kinds of
victimization and blamings. He anticipated the in-
terdisciplinary study of such stereotypes, a new kind of
history, ~which would remove impression-ism and
sensationalism.

Lawrence J. Friedman has called Erikson "identity's
architect." Erikson's challenging psychohistorical enterprise
and its constructed identity are worthy of further study.

Juhani Thanus, PhD, is Adjunct Professor of
Cultural Psychology at the University of Helsinki and
Adjunct Professor of the History of Science and Ideas at
the University of Oulu. He has published scientific and
essay books in Finnish and two books in English, Multiple

Origins (1999)

and Swaddling, Shame, and Society (2001). His many
scientific articles deal with psychohistory (especially
connected with Russian studies), the history of the
humanities, and clinical and cultural psychology.
Professor Thanus can be
<juhani.ihanus@helsinkifi>. 1
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Rocking the Cradle

Victor Wolfenstein
UCLA

Classics in psychohistory: I start rummaging
through the attics of my intellectual life and come upon the
texts that have most influenced my own perspective. The
first, and in some ways most enduring, is Freud's Group
Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego. I've come a long
way in my own work from anything like an orthodox Freud-
ianism, but the problem of collective forms of emotional life
has never been far from my mind --pressingly near these
days, when the voices of political reason cannot be heard
above the shrill clamor of Us (the U.S.) and Them (all those
who dare to criticize Us/the U.S.).

Next I'd mention Harold D. Lasswell's Psy-
chopathology and Politics and Erik H. Erikson's Young
Man Luther, the two books that most helped to shake me
free from political science. Then, a leftward and
philosophical step further down the road, the writings of
Norman O. Brown, Erich Fromm, Herbert Marcuse,
Wilhelm Reich -- and, closer to the political bone, Frantz
Fanon's Black Skins, White Masks, and The Wretched of
the Earth. But -- with the exception of The Autobiography
of Malcolm X -- no book contributed as much to
reorienting my thinking as Dorothy Dinnerstein's 7he
Mermaid and the Minotaur (first published in 7976, now
available from Other Press with a moving afterward by
Adrienne Harris).

Mermaid is complex and multi-dimensional.
Dinnerstein  wove anthropological, historical, political,
philosophical, and psychoanalytic threads into a tapestry of (as
she put it) our "sexual arrangements and human malaise." I say
a tapestry because the book is as unusual and nonlinear in its
organization as it is in its argument. The chapters are arranged
with intervening notes and asides; discussion boxes point
forward and backward within and between chapters; and the
reader is given a. choice of which chapters to read in which
order. At the same time, the exposition is driven by a powerful
and precisely focused analysis: what we
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now would term our "gender identities" are set
very early, in the practices of early childhood
care, and in complicitous fashion by men and
women. Men and women agree to granting or
imposing upon women a monopoly of infant care.
The con-sequence is the emergence, splitting off,
and repression of a realm in which the hands that
rock the cradle rule the world. These competent
(seemingly even magical) maternal hands are not
to rule the "larger" world, however, the one in
which masculine industry and power are to be
displayed and deployed. She rules in her place, he
in his, but the two domains do not exist on the
same plane. Mother, earth mother, Mother Nature
-- she will always find herself beneath and
supporting him, also resented by him, devalued
by him, and despoiled by him

Dinnerstein believed that the phantasmal quality of our
sexual arrangements permitted the enactment of massively
destructive tendencies, ecological ones most obviously. She
called for and hoped that a change in parenting practices
might have far-reaching consequences: if men and women
shared the burdens and rewards of child-care and if children
had the experience of being nurtured by both men and
women, we all might be forced to see more clearly and take
responsibility for our destructiveness. She also hoped that
breaking down the defenses against what is now the mother-
world would open up deeper and more genuine possibilities
for animal-erotic gratification. In this latter regard she stands
as counterpart and critic of Brown and Marcuse, who share
with her the aim of enriching our sensuality and sensuous-
ness, but without her keen understanding of what inhibits and
distorts them.

E. Victor Wolfenstein, PhD, is Professor of Political
Science, UCLA, and a former member of the faculty, Southern
California Psychoanalytic Institute. His books include The
Revolutionary  Personality 0967), The Victims _ of
Democracy: Malcolm X and the Black Revolution (1981),
Psychoanalytic — Marxism: _ Groundwork  (1993), and
Inside/Outside _ Nietzsche: _ Psychoanalytic _ Explorations
(2000).  Professor Wolfenstein may be contacted at
<evw@ucla.edu>. O
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"Erik Erikson and Erich Fromm"

Adventures in
Psychobiography with

Fighting Bob La Follette

Nancy C. Unger
Santa Clara University

In 1981 I began my doctoral dissertation, a
psychobiography of Wisconsin Progressive Robert M. La
Follette (1855-1925). Surveying the corrupt politicians,
powerful trusts, and many other abuses in the new industrial,
urban "gilded" age, La Follette put his finger on the problem:
"The supreme issue, involving all the others, is the
encroachment of the powerful few upon the rights of the
many." As congressman, governor, and senator, he set about
reversing that encroachment, creating a variety of reforms to
more equitably redistribute the nation's power and wealth.
Having myself come of age during the quagmires of Vietnam
and Watergate, La Follette seemed to me, with his righteous
ideals and his willingness to fight for his convictions, the
perfect antidote to all the political confusion and deceit with
which I'd grown up.

However, despite his many successes, La Follette
also encountered many failures. At times he seemed his own
worst enemy, alienating even those who supported his
political goals by throwing away the possible in his
insistence upon the impossible. His uncompromising
personality remained unexplored despite several biographies.
Even the best known of these, for example, de-voted only a
single sentence to the fact that, at the age of 39, La Follette
had supervised the exhumation of the grave of his father,
who had died in La Follette's infancy. Thoughts of his father,
La Follette told his wife, were always part of his con-
sciousness, even in his early childhood, and his devotion to
his memory was, in her words, "almost morbid." In order to
emulate his father in life and to try to discover what behavior
would have been pleasing to him, La Follette went to
extreme measures to satisfy his relentless desire for
information about this idolized figure who his mother
insisted that he worship. I discovered that La Follette per-
sonally gathered up his father's remains and brought them to
his family physician to help lay them out for careful study.
According to the doctor, La Follette "seemed to be very
intent on ... re-producing in imagination the form of his
father as he must have looked in life." The startling exhu-
mation scene alone, it seemed to me, demanded further
inquiry into the forces that shaped La Fol.-



