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Mixed: his "Victoriant" clear. "Surplus return!
Tax-cuts for the rich; Roe v Wade we'll burn ..."

Sudden, dream ended. Unconscious, cruel

Thoughts rimmed his mind, swirling chad-filled
hot gruel.

"This prize is tainted; who claims it has foes!"

E'en worse: What if the Emperor has no
clothes?

[On the Topless Towers of Illium]

So what IS the answer, all cried to hear;

"Is it the Dubya? Will the Stock Market
cheer?"

Or, "Is it Big Al, the Clintonian heir?

Can Houston rely on much cleaner air?"

Dear reader: by publication date You

Will know far more than today I could do!

So whoever gains the high laurel crown
Despair not! This winner's up starts one-down!

The Republic is strong. We can outlast
Bon'rba:srrC'fury-md'sTrppery'cha:dS'casl—
Hence Wll’ll’lll’lg is elastic, Gush or Bore!
They must again in a very short four.

John V. Knapp, PhD, is Professor in the
Department of English at Northern Illinois
University and writes about psychology and
literature. He may be contacted at
<tbOjvkl@corn.cso.niu.edu>. 4

In Memoriam:

L. Bryce Boyer
(1916-2000)

Howard F. Stein
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center

In the century since the publication of Sig-
mund Freud's Interpretation of Dreams, a handful
of psychoanalysts have devoted entire careers to
the exploration of the unconscious from clinical
material together with material gathered via ethno-
graphic fieldwork, historical scholarship, folklore,
religion, art, music, workplace organizations, or
other "social" institutions and units. On August 9,
2000, L. Bryce Boyer, MD, one of the most fertile
minds in this effort, died in Walnut Creek, Califor-
nia, at age 84. To the end, he was developing. His
late works read like the Verdi of Otello and Fal-
staff, and like the Beethoven of the final quartets.

Although L. Bryce Boyer and I never met,
I feel that I knew him and was known by him far

better than many people I have known "in person."”
I corresponded with him and with his wife, anthro-
pologist Ruth M. Boyer, for nearly 20 years, and
we spoke many times by phone. I regard him as a
mentor as well as a scholar and example. I shall
deeply grieve his loss.

L. Bryce Boyer was born in Vernal, Utah,
and grew up Mormon. He received his MD from
Stanford University in 1942. He practiced psycho-
analysis in Berkeley -- the hub of his work around
the world. Initially an orthodox analyst, he was
later influenced by Melanie Klein and Donald
Winnicott, and most recently by David Rosenfeld
and Thomas Ogden. At the beginning of "A Con-
versation with L. Bryce Boyer," Sue von Baeyer
asked him to identify "a few ways his thinking had
changed over the course of his life work" (in Coun-
tertransference and Regression, 1999, p. 241).
Early in his reply he said,

How can one possibly answer a
question like this, if one doesn't talk about
the life influence of having had parents who
hated each other, and a mother who hated
her children, and a mother who tried to
torture her children? Tortured me, not her
second son. A person who in childhood has
lived on a farm, lived on the edge of an
Indian reservation, has investigated gopher
holes and bird nests and pulled turds out of
turkeys that were constipated. 1 early
learned that there was no possibility of
believing anything I was told. Nothing told
to me by my mother at any rate, and she was
the only one who was really important to
me. No -- my father, it turned out, was very
important to me, even kept me sane,
although I saw him very little. But my
mother was a chronic liar and thief, and
sadist. At the same time I adored her. I
learned from my experience with my mother
that there was no possibility of believing
anything I was told. This was combined
with her being always grossly hysteric and
periodically frankly delusional. So I had to
discard what I was told, and I learned never
to believe anything I was told, that I had to
find out for myself what I should trust and
believe. And I was a scientist. [ was always
a scientist, and [ always believed in
secondary logic, secondary process logic. At
the same time I was highly intuitive. With
my mother, for example, I could make a
pretty good guess of when she was going to
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have a temper tantrum, or when she was
going to have a paranoid attack, or when she
was going to come after me with a knife and
try to kill me, or wound me in some way. [
usually got some glimpses, so that [ was able
to divert her attention in some way,
sometimes I was able to show her that what
she had in mind wasn't so. And I actually
only got one knife cut deep enough to leave
a scar (pp. 241-242).

His clinical writing and scholarship are
meticulous. The bibliographies of his papers look
like library holdings. At the same time, his writing
reveals the presence of writer, patient, informant,
and culture. Boyer's work has been especially
well-accepted and influential in Central and South
America, where he lectured at conferences fre-
quently. Much of his writing has been translated
into seven languages. For most of the 30 years
from 1965 to 1994, Boyer was an editor in various
capacities of The Psychoanalytic Study of Society,
a series founded by Géza Réheim. I had the pleas-
ure of co-editing with him and his wife the final
volume, Number 19, Essays in Honor of George A.
Devos.

For 35 years, beginning in 1957, he con-
ducted fieldwork among the Mescalero and Chiri-
cahua Apache, together with Ruth Boyer. He also
did fieldwork among the Upper Tanana Indians in
the Yukon, the Yukon Delta Inuits in Alaska, the
Laplanders in northern Finland, and the Quechua
in highland Peru. Focusing on transference and
resistance, he practiced psychoanalysis among the
Apaches, who adopted him as a shaman.

He pioneered in the cross-cultural applica-
tion of the Rorschach Test. Noticing immense per-
sonality differences between the Chiricahua and
Mescalero Apaches, who had markedly different
histories, he discovered that the Rorschach cor-
roborated these personality distinctions. He ap-
proached the gifted Rorschacher, Bruno Klopfer,
who tutored him on administering and interpreting
Rorschach inkblot cards. Boyer had a knack for
seeking out, and working with, the best in any
field.

A theme throughout his clinical and ethno-
graphic work is the role of projection and projec-
tive identification in clinical work, in individual
life, in family life, and in culture and social struc-
ture. It underlies his advocacy of psychoanalysis
with regressed patients, people who had been re-
garded as unanalyzable. He followed Roheim and
Devereux in the practice of ethno-psychoanalysis.

As Boyer said in the conversation with von Baeyer,
"You must have the personal, emotional interplay
of tolerating the introjection of whatever it is that's
being projected into you, and you must have the
capacity to have the observing analytic third [a
concept of Thomas Ogden] at the side of it so that
you don't react crudely to it" (p. 245). Counter-
transference was a powerful tool of understanding
throughout Boyer's life work.

Although not officially trained as a psy-
chohistorian, he was one of its de facto practitio-
ners for decades. He deserves to be more thor-
oughly read and incorporated into its literature.
Let me offer some concluding thoughts on why I
think Boyer is so important. He never "applies"
clinical psychoanalysis in a biological, historical,
or cultural vacuum. His research is as broad as it is
deep. Both in his clinical and cross-cultural work,
Boyer emphasizes the very early, "pre-oedipal,”
foundation of all human life, and with it, the dire
significance of early family relationships. His em-
phasis is on the relationship and emotional atti-
tudes toward the baby and child. He then explores
how childhood experience, transformed into con-
scious and unconscious structure, underlies such
subsequent projective life as folklore, religion, and
even adaptation. He includes developmental and
group process considerations in all discussions of
culture change, acculturation, shamanistic ritual
and leadership, and cultural symbolism.

His "clinical" writing is as crucial to any
psychohistorian as his "cross-cultural" writing, in
its emphasis on the use as well as the limitations of
countertransference -- the therapist's or observer's
emotional reaction to others -- in understanding
other people. One can learn much about the un-
conscious of others through our sensory, muscular,
dermal, and visceral response to the historical
situations and material we are encountering and
studying. As part of the current social resistance to
the unconscious in the form of political correct-
ness, it has become fashionable not to speak of
emotional or cultural "primitiveness." Yet in
Boyer's clinical and cross-cultural studies alike,
one of his persistent messages is the emotional
primitiveness in us all.

Were I limited to recommending just two
of his hundreds of articles, chapters, and books, I
would suggest two books that deserve to be clas-
sics: Childhood and Folklore: A Psychoanalytic
Study of Apache Personality (1979) and Counter-
transference and Regression (1999). He will be
sorely missed by those who were touched by his
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life. His published words are only part of that leg-
acy.

Howard F. Stein, PhD, a psychoanalytic
anthropologist and psychohistorian, is Professor in
the Department of Family and Preventive Medicine
at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences
Center, Oklahoma City. He edited the Journal of
Psychoanalytic Anthropology from 1980-1988 and
is a contributing editor to the Journal of
Psychohistory.  President of the High Plains
Society for Applied Anthropology, he is currently
completing a book to be published in mid-2001,
Nothing Personal, Just Business: A Guided Jour-
ney into Organizational Darkness. He may be
contacted at <howard-stein@ouhsc.edu>. 0

Clio’s Psyche Publishes Only
Original Materials

An Apology

To the Editor:

An article entitled "Fathoming the Weird-
ness of History" was printed in Clio’s Psyche,
March, 2000, 6 (4), pp. 144-146, and then subse-
quently reprinted as "The Weirdness of History" in
the Journal of Psychohistory, Summer, 2000, 28
(1), pp. 89-92. Unfortunately, there was no cita-
tion stating that the article had been previously
published and copyrighted by Clio’s Psyche.
This is an oversight which I wish to correct, as I do
not wish for either journal to be accused of plagia-
rism or misconduct.

The article was written for and initially
published in Clio’s Psyche. Afterwards, a lapse
of communication seems responsible for the over-
sight when the article was solicited for reprinting
in the Journal of Psychohistory. Both the Editor of
the Journal and I mistakenly thought the other had
asked and received permission from the Editor of
Clio’s Psyche.

There was no intent on my part to publish
the same article simultaneously or without permis-
sion. Please accept my apologies for the absence
of credit given to Clio’s Psyche.

Jerry Piven
Hoboken, NJ

[Editor’s Note: Clio’s Psyche's policy is
to publish only original materials. Upon written
request, we may grant written permission to repub-
lish materials from our pages. If republished, these
materials must be part of a much larger work; there
must be a clear reference, with a complete citation,

to the original publication in Clio. If you have any
questions, contact this editor.] O

Bulletin Board

The next WORK-IN-PROGRESS SAT-
URDAY SEMINAR: On January 27, 2001, Jay
Gonen, Mary Coleman, et al will present on the
role of law in society starting with the Ancient
Sumerians. CONFERENCES: The International
Psychohistorical Association (IPA) meetings are
on June 6-8, 2000, in New York City. Paper pro-
posals are still being accepted by Henry Lawton at
<hwl@ipa.com>. (Note the change of dates from
our previous announcement.) The Center on Vio-
lence and Human Survival held a November 17-
18, 2000, conference, “The Second Nuclear Age
and the Academy,” at John Jay College at the
CUNY Graduate Center. UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan was the featured speaker. RE-
SEARCH: Thomas Blass reports that his Clio’s
Psyche article (March, 1998, Vol. 4, No. 4, pp.
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Call for Papers
PsychoGeography

Special Theme Issue
March, 2001

"PsychoGeography is the study of human pro-
jections upon geographic space and the psychic
interaction between people and geogra-
phy" (Elovitz). It investigates '"how issues, ex-
periences, and processes that result from grow-
ing up in a male or female body become sym-
bolized and played out in the wider social and
natural worlds" (Stein and Niederland).

Some possible approaches:

« The gender of geography (e.g.,
"motherlands" and "fatherlands')

« Psychogeography of rivers, islands, moun-
tains, etc.

« Borders and borderland symbolism

« Cities, states, and countries as symbols of
grandiosity, growth/decay, etc. (e.g., Las
Vegas, Florida, California, and Washing-
ton, DC)

« Lightness and darkness, day and night

« Travel and exploration

« Illness, hospitals and hospices, and death
500-1500 words, due January 15

Contact Paul Elovitz, <pelovitz@aol.com>




