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as confusion and stress heavily weighted the at-
mosphere of the Little Havana home. Now, like a
defiant child and indifferent parent, Marisleysis
and her community quickly learned that govern-
ment threats were empty and would not be en-
forced. Reno’s credibility was now damaged and
all future words would fall on deaf ears. Increas-
ing trauma for the child survivor and prolonged
agony for all involved, is a direct result of Reno’s
self-imposed prison.

Enjoying what appears to be the most unre-
stricted freedom of all is that of the media. Insatia-
bly they devoured this traumatized child by ex-
ploiting him while he still held the interest of the
public. There seem to be no boundary lines forc-
ing an end to their freedom and a beginning to their
responsibility. Elidn became an overnight sensa-
tion, cleverly labeled and sold as a desperate refu-
gee seeking sanctuary from a life of oppression.
This seeker of freedom was instead just a commod-
ity used in the name of capitalism and free enter-
prise. When the blood from this victim begins to
wane, it will be on to new hunting fields and fresh
prey. Unfortunately, because the pile of flesh will
no longer bring profits, they are free to abandon
him without looking back.

In this fruitless quest to make freedom an
individual panacea, the rights and freedoms of Juan
Gonzalez, father of Elian, are ignored due to lack
of sensationalism. Although he has joint custody
and appears to be a competent and loving father, he
has committed the unforgivable sin of living in a
Communist country and of being unremarkable.

These many definitions of our simple con-
cept called freedom effectively confuse and com-
plicate its historical origins. The color of freedom
reflects conflict and war, pain and suffering, sacri-
fice and blood. It is an unending merry-go-round
of hope and despair. Safety is only a temporary
lull in the storm. Was the intention to give free-
dom to all? The freedom to speak and be heard?
Freedom to have a fair, objective trial? Freedom to
raise children? Freedom to be protected from
crime and slander? Freedom to live where one
chooses? Extravagant displays can temporarily
distract, but to remain blinded is to walk a path of
apathetic compliance and complacency. “Give us
your tired, your poor, and your hungry” and we
will exploit you. “Come to these shores and taste
freedom" -- well, freedom for some. Welcome to
America.

Penny D. Caldwell is a senior at Kent State
University with an AA and is working on her BA in

psychology/sociology. She also provides crisis
intervention for rape/incest survivors and their
families. She may be contacted at
<caldwellpe@tusc.kent.edu>. 1

Future Psychological Issues
Elian Gonzalez May Face

Hanna Turken
Forum Research Associate and Private Practice

Some relatives of Elian Gonzalez believe it
best for him to remain in the United States, while
others believe that he should grow up in Cuba.
These two factors, with or without the publicity he
has received, will forever be imprinted on his
mind.

This case is not only a matter of where the
boy belongs after his parents' divorce, but one of
divergent ideologies. His mother died in a risky
effort to get away from Cuba to the U.S., hoping
for Elian to grow up in what she believed to be a
better place. His father, on the other hand, does
not share her views, at least that is how it appears.

Since his mother is dead and his father is
alive, the choice as to where he should live is obvi-
ous. While the choice may seem clear, the psycho-
logical task ahead for Elian will be to integrate
both parents' beliefs, while not getting trapped in a
never-ending web of ambivalence. The trauma of
a dead mother and other events in the past year will
be an unconscious influence on him for the rest of
his life.

Because of the media attention, a custody
fight between relatives became a political and ideo-
logical clash. Fidel Castro found a cause for him-
self and the Cuban people. Cuban-Americans saw
an opportunity to validate their opposing political
beliefs. The United States became involved in this
game with Elian as the pawn, further compromis-
ing Elian's future psychological development.

The media has played an enormous role in
the development of this story. Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, in an article published by The New York
Times last month, voiced his opinion that Elidn
belongs in Cuba and not in the United States. He
further stated that Fidel Castro's son experienced a
similar experience when his mother brought him to
the United States. This earlier custody fight, which
Castro eventually won, contributed to his rousing
the Cuban people to fight for Elian's return to
Cuba.
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A cartoon in New York Newsday showed
Elian, looking very American, saying, "Like,
what's up?"; Castro is looking at him and gestur-
ing; the caption says: "Send him back". A New
York Times letter to the editor offered a possible
solution: let Elian go back to Cuba but grant him
U.S. citizenship so he could return when old
enough to choose.

After resolving the Oedipal conflicts, there
are many developmental tasks for a six-year-old.
These include the latency six-year period of
growth. Elian thus far displays a well-adjusted six-
year-old attitude. Beginning at this level of devel-
opment and throughout latency he needs both par-
ents: a mother for a home base and a father to help
him adjust to the outside world of neighborhood
and school.

Some outcomes might include a possible
resentment towards a stepmother and his father's
Cuban home. A lack of progress in school and a
rigidity of personality are also possible. Other out-
comes may include an idealization of American
culture and of his cousin Marisleysis in whom he
seems to have found a loving mother substitute.

As much as we would like to believe that
when Elidn is back in Cuba living with his father
all will be well, in my clinical experience this is
not a likely outcome. I wonder, will it be possible
for Elian to erase the experiences of his mother's
having absconded with him, her subsequent death,
his incredible survival, the men who rescued him,
and all the publicity he received? The only hope is
that in his Cuban home and school he will be given
the opportunity to achieve an emotional balance
incorporating all his experiences.

While living in Cuba, will American cul-
ture influence Elian somewhere in his psychologi-
cal future? I think so, for it is one way of preserv-
ing the maternal love and connection to the dead
mother. He might not be able to identify it as such,
but the unconscious meaning of his American ex-
perience will symbolically be represented in one
form or another.

In adolescence all prior experiences rework
themselves. Will the maternal or paternal influ-
ence be stronger? Or will Elian be able to integrate
the two apparently opposite ideological beliefs into

Psychohistorians probe the "Why" of
culture, current events, history, and
society.
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his own personal recipe? These questions will re-
main unanswered for many years to come.

Hanna Turken, PhD, is a psychologist and
psychoanalyst in private practice in New York City
and a Psychohistory Forum Research Associate. 1

"Elian Gonzalez"

Boghos L. Artinian
Private Practice, Beirut, Lebanon

Millions of children are bought and sold,
"Elian Gonzalez,
Elian Gonzalez."

Millions of children die of famine,
"Elian Gonzalez,
Elian Gonzalez."

Millions of children die of disease,
"Elian Gonzalez,
Elian Gonzalez."

He is nearing sainthood,
"Elian Gonzalez,
Elian Gonzalez."

Give him back to his Cuban father
And stop singing, "Elian Gonzalez."

The mother drowned in the Atlantic Ocean,
Let not the child drown in undue emotion!

Boghos L. Artinian, MD, is an internist in
private practice in Beirut, Lebanon. He has
several published poems in medical journals and
several editorials of a philosophical nature. The
author may be contacted at
<bogart@inco.com.lb>. 1

The Biblical and Mythic Elian

E. Mark Stern
Iona College, Emeritus

And Elian was watched over by his mother
as the seas enveloped her. Her sacred trust that
God would preserve her to keep this watch was not
to be God's pleasure. And the seas carried Elian to
the arms of rescue.

This was the sign -- the miracle had oc-
curred. At once Elidn was no longer to be the
freed dove. The child, wings and all, became chat-
tel, a pawn of those who would be heard claiming
the dove. "Give him to us. He has landed on our
shores. Surely the Almighty meant for us to have
him."




